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Source Bautista Quote: Bloyd, J. (2024). Organizing for Environmental Health and Justice: Lessons from #StopGeneralIron. In N. Sampson, T. Lindsay, & N. DeJarnett (Eds.) Environmental Health: Foundations for Public Health (1st ed., pp. 445-
469). Springer. https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-8353-8/part/part04/chapter/ch19 p445. Photo Credit (Upper Left) Oscar Sanchez.; Calumet Connect Databook. (2021). Alliance for the Great Lakes. Retrieved 
February 12, 2025, from https://greatlakes.org/databook/

“. . . millionaires and 
billionaires aren’t 
used to losing. So I think that they’re 

feeling it now. That is not enough if you can have organized 
money, but we have organized people. And in this case, 
enough organized people to win, to prevent this relocation.” 
— Olga Bautista, Organizer, Southeast Environmental Task 
Force, Chicago

Please scan, scroll 
down to Chapter 19– 
free, share and post.

Bit.ly/EnvHealthText

https://connect.springerpub.com/content/book/978-0-8261-8353-8/part/part04/chapter/ch19%20p445
https://greatlakes.org/databook/
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Graphic Source: Modified  
p7 of City of Chicago. 
(2020). Air Quality and 
Health Report. City of 
Chicago. 
https://www.chicago.gov
/content/dam/city/depts
/cdph/statistics_and_rep
orts/Air_Quality_Health_
doc_FINALv4.pdf

We are 
following this 
timeline today 
for selected 
highlights
Source: Bloyd, J. (2024). 
Organizing for Environmental 
Health and Justice: Lessons 
from #StopGeneralIron. In N. 
Sampson, T. Lindsay, & N. 
DeJarnett (Eds.) Environmental 
Health: Foundations for Public 
Health (1st ed., pp. 445-469). 
Springer. 
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“Winning requires a ‘we,’ a community, a group, an organization. And transformative 
change, in the face of powerful forces, requires a fight.” (Jobin-Leeds 2016)

Southeast Side 
Educators for 
Environmental 
Justice

Partial list

WHO IS THE ‘WE’ ?
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Olga Bautista

Wesley Epplin

Oscar Sanchez

Gina Ramirez

Cheryl Johnson

Sophia Simon-Ortiz

Read interviews with 4 
#StopGeneralIron organizers and 
2 health justice organizers

Scroll down to Chapter 19– 
free, share and post.

Bit.ly/EnvHealthText



Graphic: Chicago Health Atlas
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In 2016—as Chicago officials 
began the process of 
relocating the polluter 
General Iron from Lincoln 
Park to the South Side--the 
unforgiveable and 
preventable life expectancy 
gap between privileged 
Lincoln Park and southern 
Chicago community areas 
like Riverdale, South Deering 
and Hegewisch continued.



US HUD: Chicago 2016 policy zoned Corridors where  
Black & Hispanic people lived as “receiving areas” for 
“traditional industrial activities.” This zoning was found to 
violate the US Civil Rights Act of 1964,
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Natural Resources 
Defense Council. (2019). 
Cumulative Impacts Map 
version 3-28-2019: City of 
Chicago: Cumulative 
Environmental & Socio-
Demographic Burden 
[Map]. 
https://www.nrdc.org/sit
es/default/files/chicago-
map-environmental-
burden.pdf

https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/chicago-map-environmental-burden.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/chicago-map-environmental-burden.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/chicago-map-environmental-burden.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/chicago-map-environmental-burden.pdf
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Source: Hawthorne, M. (2020). Five Julie Morita Emails 2018. Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6772921-2018-5-Julie-
Morita-Emails.html ; Hawthorne, M. (2020, February 11). Lightfoot cracks down on North Side scrap shredder, suggesting the chronic polluter’s clout at City Hall is 
evaporating. Chicago Tribune. https://www.chicagotribune.com/2020/02/11/lightfoot-cracks-down-on-north-side-scrap-shredder-suggesting-the-chronic-
polluters-clout-at-city-hall-is-evaporating/

“I will be following up with the UIC Dean of the UIC School of 
Public Health…The researcher is very connected to the 
environmental advocacy groups and is not someone I can reason 
with…You may need to engage the Chancellor if you want this to 
be stopped.” 
Julie Morita MD, Commissioner, Chicago Department of Public Health, May 1-2, 2018 e-mails 
to David Reifman, Commissioner of Planning and Development, and Robert Rivkin, Deputy 
Mayor

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6772921-2018-5-Julie-Morita-Emails.htm;l
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6772921-2018-5-Julie-Morita-Emails.htm;l
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2020/02/11/lightfoot-cracks-down-on-north-side-scrap-shredder-suggesting-the-chronic-polluters-clout-at-city-hall-is-evaporating/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2020/02/11/lightfoot-cracks-down-on-north-side-scrap-shredder-suggesting-the-chronic-polluters-clout-at-city-hall-is-evaporating/


Michael Hawthorne Chicago Tribune
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“The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency began 
investigating the company in 2017 after a 
University of Illinois at Chicago researcher found 
high levels of lung-damaging particulate matter 
downwind from General Iron. The researcher was 
enlisted by a Lincoln Park man who said he was 
fed up with the city’s tepid response to 
neighborhood concerns about the facility.”
Hawthorne, M. (2019, July 3). Emanuel administration quietly extended scrap shredder’s North Side permit for 3 years. Chicago 
Tribune. https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-general-iron-pollution-rahm-emanuel-20190702-
w7sla352cjgknbs7jnlcmrsxvi-w7sla352cjgknbs7jnlcmrsxvi-story.html

https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-met-clybourn-corridor-scrap-yard-20171228-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/breaking/ct-met-clybourn-corridor-scrap-yard-20171228-story.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/4329921-Serap-Erdal-study.html
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-basics
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-general-iron-pollution-rahm-emanuel-20190702-w7sla352cjgknbs7jnlcmrsxvi-w7sla352cjgknbs7jnlcmrsxvi-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-general-iron-pollution-rahm-emanuel-20190702-w7sla352cjgknbs7jnlcmrsxvi-w7sla352cjgknbs7jnlcmrsxvi-story.html


Source: Hawthorne, M. (2020). Five Julie Morita Emails 
2018. Chicago Tribune. Retrieved from 
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6772921-
2018-5-Julie-Morita-Emails.html

Jim Bloyd CCH/Northwestern Prev Res Prog 2/13/2025

General Iron (Labkon 

family) political donations-

-Mayor top recipient of 

$500k (Hawthorne 

3/11/2020)

Rahm Emanuel, Former 
Mayor City of Chicago

Julie Morita, MD Former 
Commissioner CDPH
FINAL PERMIT SIGNATURE

David L. Reifman JD
Former Commissioner of 
Planning and Development

Robert S. Rivkin
Former Deputy Mayor, City 
of Chicago

$$$ from General Iron 



Who was the researcher Dr. Morita referred 
to?
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“Neighborhood 2.5 Sampling Results and Analysis October-November, 2016” [6 Slides] 
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Serap Erdal, PhD Victoria Persky, MD 
PhD

Frank Pagnone, PhD CIH
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Pratt, G. (2021, December 10). Scolding, swearing, sarcasm: Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s texts reveal her combative dealings with aldermen. Chicago Tribune (Online); Tribune Publishing Company, 
LLC. https://www.proquest.com/chicagotribune/docview/2608479522/citation/C703DDEA6CFE4A0FPQ/146 ; Chase, B. (2021, June 18). General Iron says it could have stayed in Lincoln Park, 
but city encouraged it to move to the Southeast Side despite federal probe. Chicago Sun-Times. https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/6/17/22539362/general-iron-lincoln-park-lori-lightfoot-
southeast-side

Photo: Chicago Sun-Times, provided

https://www.proquest.com/chicagotribune/docview/2608479522/citation/C703DDEA6CFE4A0FPQ/146
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/6/17/22539362/general-iron-lincoln-park-lori-lightfoot-southeast-side
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/6/17/22539362/general-iron-lincoln-park-lori-lightfoot-southeast-side
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(Above) Oscar Sanchez.



“We demand that CDPH 
follow its own 
community health 
improvement plan 
'Healthy Chicago 2025’ 
and prioritize 
environmental justice, 
racial equity, and health 
equity in its actions.” 

Signed by over 70 organizations & over 500 individuals



Media Coverage of March 8, 
2021 Health Community 
#DenyThePermit Public 
Letter of March 8, 2021

Advisory Board UW Population Health Institute 10/16/2024 Jim 
Bloyd
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“Chicago officials should fight against the racist structuring of 

health risks rather than participating in its creation.”

Wesley Epplin, Olga 
Bautista, Linda Rae Murray, 
MD, MPH, FACP (L to R), 
March 9, 2021 Crain’s 
Chicago Business Op-Ed.



High school students 
protested December 
10, 2021, at public 
health Commissioner 
Arwady’s Lincoln Park  
house. Four adult 
leaders (shown) were 
arrested at the 
peaceful 
demonstration. 
[Credit: Isaiah Sarju 
@IsaiahSarju ] 
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“This is what environmental justice looks like.”
Michael Regan, Administrator EPA, February 18, 2022
US EPA, O. (2022, February 18). Statement from Administrator Regan on RMG Permit Denial by the City of Chicago 
[News Release]. https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/statement-administrator-regan-rmg-permit-denial-city-chicago
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“. . . millionaires and billionaires aren’t used to 
losing. So I think that they’re feeling it now. 
That is not enough if you can have organized 
money, but we have organized people. And in 
this case, enough organized people to win, to 
prevent this relocation.” 
— Olga Bautista, Organizer, Southeast Environmental Task Force 

Gina Ramirez at 
City Hall Rally

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/statement-administrator-regan-rmg-permit-denial-city-chicago
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https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/cdph
/environment/CumulativeImpact/oct-
update/CIA_ExecutiveSummary_9.17.23_v3.pdf



Read in-depth interviews with five #StopGeneralIron 
organizers

Sampson, N., Tallon, L., & DeJarnett, N. (2024). Environmental Health Foundations 
for Public Health (1st ed.). Springer. https://www.springerpub.com/environmental-
health-9780826183521.html#description
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Thank you!
Jim Bloyd

JimBloyd@gmail.com
Collaborative for Health Equity Cook County

Health and Power Organizing Project

Linktr.ee/jbloyd

https://www.springerpub.com/environmental-health-9780826183521.html
https://www.springerpub.com/environmental-health-9780826183521.html
mailto:JimBloyd@gmail.com


Erdal, et al (2017) cont.
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